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THOUGHTS FROM DR. BALL 
Dear Judson ISD Team: 

Every Sunday I wonder what is best to share in my Monday Message. This Sunday is 
certainly no different. I have often said that I wish this job came with an instructional book 
for every situation. There is certainly no user's manual on how to handle COVID-19. We are 
certainly entering uncharted waters. Having said that, I will start-off by apologizing because 
I will make mistakes, but I promise to do my best in taking care of each of you, our students, 
and community. Books, furniture, computers, paper, and all other material items can be 
replaced, but each of you are important and I will do my best in making decisions for the 
good of everyone. 

There are still so many unknowns. Everyone has a specific interest and concern in mind. It 
is sweet to read the emails from seniors that are begging me not to cancel prom. In 
addition, the emails about graduation and if it will be canceled. Not to mention all the 
comments about if or when these days will be made up. Then there are those already 
wondering about Fiesta and if Battle of Flowers will now be a November holiday. I know 
there are so many questions and I truly wish I had all the answers that everyone wants to 
plan and prepare. What I can tell you are these few facts. Superintendents have a phone 
conference every day with Education Commissioner, Mike Morath. That's every day, even 
Saturday and Sunday. In addition, Bexar County superintendents are meeting on Thursday 
to discuss plans for the following weeks. At this time, no decisions have been made about 
testing, state accountability, waivers for attendance, or any other similar issues. 

What I want you to know is that any decisions we make are not made lightly. I fully realize 
that every decision that is made has unintended consequences. For example, I realize that 
not having classes presents significant difficulties to working parents who have young, 
school-aged children. But we are hopeful that these measures will better ensure the 
long-term health and safety of children, staff, and the larger community. On a daily basis, 
Judson ISD Communications Department will send out updates to keep everyone informed. 
Our ultimate goal is to try to return to a normal schedule as soon as it is reasonably 
possible. 

Judson ISD is a very strong community and I deeply believe that this will help make us 
stronger as we take care of each other. I have no doubt that these precautionary measures 
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will help us come out on the other side in a positive way.  It?s an opportunity to be a more 
united, caring, responsible and loving community in the end.  I ask that God keep each of you 
safe.  Do not fear or panic as all of this will pass and soon we will have this behind us.

As always, thank you so much for all you do. The outreach of help, support, and love is heart- 
warming.  I can not tell you how much I appreciate the prayers.  I am blessed to work for and 
with some of the most amazing individuals.  Thank you so much for all you do and I look 
forward to us going back to a normal routine.  God bless you always.  Love and hugs!

Tips and t ools t o fol low :

#1.  Stay positive on social media. If you feel the urge to post on social media make sure it is 
positive and does not create panic.

#2.  If you are an employee of Judson ISD, please DO NOT ask questions that are work related 
on social media.  Call or email your immediate supervisor.  If you cannot call or email them, 
then contact me, but as employees of the district, we should not be on social media asking if 
we need to report to work or asking work related questions.  We must stay positive and 
communicate with each other through appropriate ways.

#3.  During this difficult time, let?s support each other and not speak negatively about the 
district or our actions.  It is during these difficult times that we need to be a family and 
support each other.  We do not need to join in the panic and fear.

#4.  All teachers should be communicating with parents to provide instructional ideas and 
suggestions.  Please use email, class DoJo, Class Tag, Remind, Edmodo, Google Classroom, or 
other methods of communication.  We have provided many online educational resources for 
families to use.  In addition, it is a wonderful time to spend time talking to each other, keeping 
a schedule/routine.  For example, there is a great resource for science and social studies in 
the outdoors. It encourages students and their families to spend time in their backyard and 
talking about what they see, hear, and wonder by using what some call ?old fashion? methods 
and resources that are available at home.  We are not stopping learning - we are just changing 
it for a while.

#5.  As soon as I get updated information I will share it with you immediately.  Please know 
that on Thursday afternoon you will be hearing from Judson ISD as to the plans for the 
following week.  Our goal is to continue to monitor COVID-19, listen to recommendations 
from health experts, and follow them.

#6.  If you know of a family, student, or employee that is having a hard time dealing with the 
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stress or fear of COVID-19, please let us know.  We have resources to help them.  We have our 
counselors and Communities in Schools that are ready to provide counseling or other 
resources for families and employees.  If you know of someone that needs help, please email 
mgarcia083@judsonisd.org.

#7.  Though we called this an extended spring break we are asking that individuals do not 
travel and that all CDC, Center for Disease Control guidelines be followed.  The coronavirus is 
thought to be spread via person-to-person contact through contaminated air droplets from 
coughing and sneezing by an infected person.

·Wash your hands regularly, especially after using the restroom and before preparing or 
consuming food.  Using soap and hot water, wash for about 20 seconds.  Be sure to also wash 
your fingertips.

- Avoid coughing or sneezing into your hands or in the air.  Always try to cough or sneeze 
into a tissue, and then throw the tissue away. If you don?t have a tissue, cough/sneeze 
into your arm.

- As much as you can, avoid touching your eyes, mouth and nose.
- As a reminder, if you have traveled during spring break, follow the CDC guidelines 

regarding the need for health monitoring and possible self-quarantine.  Judson ISD is      
asking anyone that traveled outside the country to self-quarantine for 14 days.

#8.  Central Office and ERC will be having the phones answered each and everyday next week. 
If help/assistance is needed by an employee or community member, please do not hesitate to 
reach out.

#9.  Stay focused on the positive.  We will rise above this situation.  Judson ISD is a loving, 
caring, and respectful community that will take care of each other and that will always do the 
right thing for each other.

#10.  Have patience.  This is a rapidly-developing situation.  We will remain in close 
communication with all Judson ISD employees and community.  As we learn information from 
local and state health authorities, the Texas Education Agency we will provide updates 
through the district website, emails, text alerts, and social media as the situation changes. 
Patience will help us get through this.
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Veterans Memorial  Stands Out  At
SkillsUSA Contest

Judson Agriscience Students Place in 
San Angelo Show 

Veterans Memorial High School Graphic Design students competed in the SkillsUSA 2020 District 11 Skills 
& Leadership Conference recently for their first-ever district level competition.  Seven students in a total 
of three events; T-shirt Design, Pin Design, and Community Service Project.  Lisa Juarez placing 1st in Pin 
Design and our team of three, Priscella Jaime, Rene Yglesias, and Cody Baltes, also took home the gold 
for Community Service Project with their presentation of our chapter?s donation drive campaign for the 
Animal Defense League!

The Judson High School Agriscience program has a 
statewide and even national reputation that is hard 
to match. That 's because of students who know 
their field of expertise. At the recent San Angelo 
Stock Show and Rodeo, these students showed 
how well they stacked up to the competition. The 
Wool Team placed second overall at this event with 
Hannah Berry placing first overall individually 
which meant she received $1,000 incentive. 
Meanwhile, Allison Woods placed 4th overall with 
Carson Manning being a part of the team that 
placed second overall. Congratulations to these 
students for representing Judson and JISD so very 
well.
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JISD Summer  Fine Ar ts Academy Presents
SHREK, Jr ., The Music al

Job  Shadow Day Is  Priceless

We wanted to let you know that IT'S BACK!  This 
year 's summer event of the year for Judson ISD 
students, Shrek, Jr. The Musical.  It?s the Judson 
ISD Summer Fine Arts Academy running from 
June 5 - June 30, Monday through Friday from 8:30 
am to 3:00 pm.  This will be an engaging program 
for students in grades 4-12 that features a wide 
spectrum of talents and abilit ies in the fine arts.  
This includes acting, dancing, music, singing or 
even the visual and tech side of performance.  
Take a look at the attachments for the details.  
The academy is free but there are limited slots 
available so consideration is on a first-come, first- 
served basis and audition.  It should be a 
wonderful chance for students to open up their 
artistic side and discover a world of fun and 
possibilit ies. 

Product ion Inform at ion Product ion Regist rat ion Form

Getting a taste of the job marketplace and see 
what 's involved in specific career fields is 
invaluable.  It helps students who are considering 
matching their interests and talents to different 
areas of work to see if it 's a good fit.  Recently 250 
JISD Career and Technology and T-STEM students 
participated in a city-wide Job Shadow Day.  The 
event that was planned and sponsored by SA 
Works involved 12 business partners.  The 
students really seemed to benefit from the day 
and soak up the atmosphere and information.  It 
was a glimpse of the real working world that 
maybe otherwise would not be seen.  We thank 
SA Works and the participating businesses that 
welcomed our students into their workplace. 

https://www.judsonisd.org/cms/lib/TX50000485/Centricity/Domain/2163/Parent%20cover%202020%20PDF.pdf
https://www.judsonisd.org/cms/lib/TX50000485/Centricity/Domain/2163/Parent%20cover%202020%20PDF.pdf
https://www.judsonisd.org/cms/lib/TX50000485/Centricity/Domain/2163/Fine%20Arts%20Academy%20Registration%20Form%202020%20PDF.pdf
https://www.judsonisd.org/cms/lib/TX50000485/Centricity/Domain/2163/Fine%20Arts%20Academy%20Registration%20Form%202020%20PDF.pdf
https://www.judsonisd.org/cms/lib/TX50000485/Centricity/Domain/2163/Fine%20Arts%20Academy%20Registration%20Form%202020%20PDF.pdf
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Cal endar
 

Mar ch  19t h
JISD School Board Regular  
Meeting at ERC Boardroom    

6 p.m.
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